
Pastoral Encouragement Concerning Dr. Assisted Suicide March 9, 2016 
by Rev. Terry B. Lee

I want to encourage you to consider signing this statement... http://www.euthanasiadeclaration.ca/declaration/  

Dr. Assisted Suicide has been thrust to the fore of public consideration and debate. What principles should a 
follower of Jesus draw on to inform their thinking on this matter?  

- Human life is sacred (we are made in God’s image - Gen. 1:26-27, 9:6)   
- We need to steward Life (Luke 12:48b) -  
- God is present and sufficient in the midst of our suffering(Ps. 23:4-6; Ps. 119:49-50)    
- Humanity at large does not think the way God does (Is. 55:8-9, Eccl. 11:5)  
- We do not need to fear death (1 Cor. 15:54-55; 1 Thes. 4:13)  
- The Holy Spirit will continue to refine me through my final breath (Ps. 139:15-18)  
- We must protect the vulnerable (Lev. 19:18, Luke 10:27, Matt. 25:34-36, 40)  

I want to encourage you to read this one page summary of the issue before Canadians from the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada website. OAC has a membership with EFC, and I endorse their work.  
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EuthanasiaUrgentAction 

The following link offers Palliative Care options, for those who are dying and their families.  
www.myhealth.alberta.ca (search Palliative Care for options)  

Alberta Health Services leadership is encouraging the public to participate and fill in this survey: https://
extranet.gov.ab.ca/opinio6/s?s=29359 
I found this survey difficult to fill out, as it assumes Dr. Assisted Suicide, and is simply attempting to survey 
towards limits and boundaries. I chose the most restrictive options, and when prompted offered the following 
personal comments... 

Protecting the vulnerable in our society needs to be our first and highest concern, and few are more 
vulnerable than those in great pain & suffering. They are vulnerable to their own fears, to the 
collusion of medical systems, care facilities, insurance companies & heirs that stand to gain from their 
death. It is extremely unreasonable and morally unacceptable to expose anyone to such risks, especially 
when premium Palliative Care has yet to be implemented in many regions of our great nation. 

If this misguided legislation persists, then every safeguard must be in place to protect the right of 
medical service providers & practitioners at every level of the system to refuse to participate, based on 
their personal convictions and conscience. They signed up to preserve life, not take it. No government, 
society or legislative system should insist that they end a life. Medical practitioners must be allowed to 
easily and graciously declare they do not participate in such practices as Dr. Assisted Suicide.  

Alberta Health Services did a podcast with Dr. Jim Silvius at Christmas. He’s one of the people leading policy 
development in Alberta, and offers a helpful endorsement of Palliative Care as an overlooked option to Dr. 
Assisted Suicide: https://soundcloud.com/ahs-communications/talking-about-palliative-and-end-of-life-care  

Finally, the Arch Bishop of Ottawa has urged his congregations to speak out against this legislation. We need 
to join in common concern regarding this legislation that will change an ancient and valued reverence for 
human life, that ought not be compromised in our great nation.  
http://news360.com/digestarticle/CQh5Nl3ffEGvUXPK99kqlQ 
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